
CLASS – 8TH                       

Honeydew- Chapter – 6th (Poem) The Duck and the Kangaroo 

By- Edward Lear 

                                         

                                                    INTRODUCTION 

 

This is a poem about a Kangaroo and a Duck. The Duck wants to go for a world trip on the 

Kangaroo's tip of the tail. But the Kangaroo feels uncomfortable about the Duck’s wet feet. The 

Duck takes out a solution. She wears a pair of woollen socks in its webbed feet and a cloak to 

keep out the cold. The Kangaroo gets ready and they hop and take three rounds of the world.  

 

                                            SUMMARY IN ENGLISH 

 

Once there were a Kangaroo and a Duck. Both were good friends. One day the Duck said to the 

Kangaroo that her life is a bore in the pond and she wished to see the world beyond that. She said 

that the Kangaroo was lucky as he could hop over the fields and the water. She wished if she 

could also hop like him. She asked the Kangaroo to give her a ride on the tip of his tail. The 

Kangaroo agreed but expressed his problem about the Duck's wet feet. He said that it would be 

unpleasant for him to bear the wet feet. The Duck sorted out the problem. She said that she had 4 

pairs of woollen socks to fit her feet and had bought a cloak to keep out the cold. The Kangaroo 

got ready and they hopped the world three times round and became very happy.  

 

 

                                                Working with the poem 

 

Q. 1. Taking words that come at the end of lines, write five pairs of rhyming words. Read each 

pair aloud. 

 

For example,       pond     -     beyond 

Ans. (a) hop - stop 

         (b) back –quack 

         (c) duck - luck 

         (d) rocks – socks 

         (e) ready - steady 

 

Q. 2. Complete the dialogue : 

 

 (a) Duck                                                             : Dear Kangaroo ! Why don't you 

                                                                            …………………………………. 

 

(b) Kangaroo                                                      : With pleasure, my dear Duck though 

                                                                            ……………………………………… 

 

(c) Duck                                                             : That won't be a problem. I will 

                                                                           ………………………………….. 



Ans. (a) give me a ride on your back?  

 

        (b)  I have a problem with your wet and cold feet. 

 

         (c) wear a pair of woollen socks and a cloak to keep out the cold. 

 

Q. 3. The Kangaroo does not want to catch 'rheumatism'. Spot this word in stanza 3 and say why 

it is spelt differently. Why is it in two parts? Why does the second part begin with a capital 

letter? 

 Ans. The word is 'roo-Matiz'. It is spelt differently to keep the rhyme of the poem. It is in two 

parts because this shows that the Kangaroo was a bit hesitant in telling his problem to the Duck 

and secondly, he also wanted to emphasise his problem.  

The word rhoo means cold and Matiz. (-matism) means pains in the joints. If the two words are 

joined together they give name of one disease, i.e., pains in the joints but if separate have names 

of two diseases. Thus, the second word is written in capital to denote two different diseases,one 

caused by cold and other by getting wet.  

 

Q. 4. Do you find the poem humorous ? Read loud lines that make you laugh. 

 

 Ans. Yes, the poem is humorous. The lines are : 

 (i) And we'd go to the Dee, and the Jelly Bo Lee. 

 (ü) And I bought four pairs of worsted socks which fit my web-feet neatly. 

(iii) And every day a cigar I'll smoke, all to follow my own dear true love of a Kangaroo !  

(iv) And they hopped the whole world three times round. 

 

                                               

                                           PASSAGES FOR COMPREHENSION 

 

Read the given stanzas carefully and answer the questions that follow each. 

 

                                                         (1) 

 

Said the Duck to the Kangaroo, 

"Good gracious ! how you hop ! 

Over the fields and the water too, 

As if you never would stop! 

My life is a bore in this nasty pond, 

And I long to go out in the world beyond ! 

I wish I could hop like you ! 

Said the Duck to the Kangaroo. 

 

Questions : 

 

 

(i) What did the Duck say to the Kangaroo ? 



(ii) What did she wish ? 

 

(iii) What was she got bored of? 

 

(iv) Name the poem and the poet. 

 

Answers : 

 

(1) The Duck said to the Kangaroo that he hops over the fields and the water as if he would never 

stop. 

 

(ii) She wished to hop like the Kangaroo and wart to go out of the pond. 

 

 (iii) She got bored of her life in the pond. 

 

(iv) The poem is ‘The Duck and the Kangaroo' and the poet is Edward Lear. 
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